
CONSENSUS –  
the ‘fate’ of the indicators 



Main outputs 

•  Trends and indicators for sustainable development 
–  78 suppor6ng indicators (under 8 themes) agreed by 120 

stakeholders from 16 countries;  
–  25 indicators contribu6ng to Codes of Best Prac6ce at naHonal or 

species level; 
–  30 indicators for benchmarking of the sector, with a potenHal use 

in European standards; 
–  A new, updated Code of Conduct for the European Finfish sector 

•  Balanced informa6on for consumers 
–  Tested consumer messages on aquaculture sustainability; 
–  Informa6on brochure targeted at the 40 member organisaHons of 

the European Consumers’ OrganisaHon (BEUC) and the 
Euroconsumers network;  

–  Website, specifically for non expert visitors. 





Special CONSENSUS groups 

•  Post‐harvest operaHons 
•  Consumers 



desired trends – then indicators 
•  Economic viability 
–  ConHnuous product supply 
–  Decrease the proporHon of producHon costs in total operaHng cost 

•  Resource use 
–  Ensure the availability of good quality water 
–  Sustainable supply of juveniles 

•  Health management 
–  Improve health status of farms 
–  OpHmise fish welfare 

•  Biodiversity 
–  Increased biodiversity around/on farms 
– Minimise the negaHve impact of aquaculture on wild fish 
populaHons 



ImplementaHon aspects 
  Easy of measurement 
  Frequency of measurement 
  Responsibility for monitoring/
recording 

Farm level – as ‘normal pracHce’ 
Farm level – new needs 
Local or regional level 
NaHonal level 
European level 

  Current tools/legislaHon 
  New tools/legislaHon 
  New research 
  New technology 

  Data recording 
  Data storage 
  Data availability and access 



‘master list’ of indicators 





consultaHon 
•  Through industry 
–  Finfish producers (FEAP) ‐ preparaHon of CoC 
–  Shellfish producers (EMPA) 
–  Feed manufacturers (FEFAC) 

–  Broader aquaculture sector (meeHngs & events) 

•  Through the public 
–  Environmental and conservaHon NGOs (EBCD) 
–  European Parliament hearings 

–  Consumer organisaHons (TEST ACHATS/Euroconsumers) 
–  The wider public – “Have your say” 



 Indicators for Best PracHce 

•  Where the indicator would be measured (on farm, local or 
naHonal  and European levels) 

•  Whether the indicator is an exis6ng legal requirement  
•  Whether the indicator represents personal/confiden6al 

informaHon  

•  Whether the indicator can be considered integral to good 
prac6ce 



 Indicator reducHon (25) 

Point of Measure 
27 indicators on‐farm; 1 local; 26 NaHonal and 14 European. 

Exis6ng legal requirement 
11 required legally; 5 parHally required and 52 not required. 

Personal or Confiden6al Informa6on 
7 indicators – each related to financial consideraHons 

Integral to Good Prac6ce 
43 indicators reflect good pracHce 
Reduced to 25 when overlapping indicators were consolidated 
On‐farm measured good pracHce related to 17 indicators 



 Indicators for benchmarks/standards 

•  Which indicators reflect effec6ve components of a European 
standard for the measurement of ac6ons relevant to 
responsibility/sustainability within European fish farming? 

•  How are selected indicators measured, on a repe66ve and a 
compara6ve basis, and transformaHon of these into protocols 
for adopHon? 

•  What are the measurable benchmark posi6ons from which 
cerHfying agencies are able to make unequivocal judgement? 



 indicator reducHon (30) 

•  Biodiversity (3) 
–  species index, polyculture, escapes  

•  Economic viability (5) 
–  diversificaHon, investments 

•  Environmental standards (2) 
–  site selecHon, monitoring 

•  Governance (3) 
–  BEP, best use of sites 

•  Sectoral issues (1) 
–  reliable sector data 

•  Health & welfare (4) 
–  fish welfare index 

•  Human resources (3) 
–  age, gender, educaHon, training 

•  Public image (5) 
–  promoHon, visitors, 

cerHficaHon progammes, 
demand 

•  Resource use (4) 
–  feeds, energy, juvenile supply 



FEAP Code of Conduct 


  Relevant indicators implemented at farm level 

  Linked to chapters of the FEAP Code of Conduct 

  Incorporated in a ‘web’ structure 

  Linked to background and other informaHon 

See www.euraquaculture.info  



Sharing… 

Guidelines for 
Aquaculture 
CerHficaHon 

Integrated Farm 
Assurance 
Standard 

Aquaculture 
Dialogues 



www.euraquaculture.info 


